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March 12, 1957

Major General Victor A, Conrad,
Commanding Officer, Signal Center,
Fort Monmouth, New Jersey

Dear General:

Honorable W. A. Gayle, Mayor of the City of Montgomery,
has requested that I write you in regard to having one or
more of the hero pigeons iIn Osk Park., We sre interested
and feel that the public would be interested in seeing

these birds., I can assure you they will receive adequate
care and attention,

Hoping to have a favorable reply, I am
Sincerely yours,

Jd,ﬁeé_w

T. A. Belser, Superintendent
Park snd Recreation Department




28 MAr 1957

Mr, T. A. Belser
Superintendent
Fark and Recreation Department

Montgomery, Alabama
Dear Mr, Belsert

I am pleased to advise you thet "Caesar® (Male) and "Flipper” (fe-
male ), hero pigeons of World Var II, will be presented to Oak
Zoo on inactivation of the pigeon training program by the United States
Army. :

A Certificate of Presentation has been prepared for each of the
pigeons, which includes a brief citation of the pigeon's background and

Arrangements will shortly be made ve
Montgomery for presentation., You will be advised sufficieantly in advance
of the expected time of arrival of my representative with the pigeons
and the citations, so as to enable you to make any desired preparation
for the presentation.

Sincerely yours,
2 Inels VICTOR A. CONRAD
1. rhoto, Caesar, w/history Major Gemeral, USA

2, Fhoto, Flipper, w/history
attached
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SIGFM/IN 311.9 3 April 1957
SUBJECT: Hero Pigeons

¥r. T. A. Belser, Superintendent %'f" 5-] 088
Department

Park and Recreation
Oak Park Zoo
Montgomery, Alabama .

Dear Mr, Belser:

As a followup to our commanding general's recent letter notifying
you of the hero pigeons you shortly will receive from Fort Nommouth, I
am pleased to forward a "publicity packet" as a means of furnishing
background material for your institution as well as any contemplated
promotion projects in official acceptance ceremonies.

Please be advised that you will be notified in advance of the time
of delivery, and all details invelved in bringing these World War II
hero pigeons to you.

The enclosed publicity material includes an overall news release
prepared by this office marked for April 7th release. This story gives
a complete breakdown on the dissemination of the 15 pigeon heroes.

Also included in this packet are four photos eacl: of the hero birds
you are to receive, plus copies of the citation outlining their heroic
feats.

Framed citations, signed by the Fort Mommouth commander, Maj, Gen,
Victor A, Conrad, will be turned over to your institution on arrival of
the pigeons,

Trusting the enclosed material is satisfactory, and if further data
is required, please inform the undersigned immediately.

Sincerely yours,
Inecls: J. P. HOFFMAN
Photos Information Officer

Citations >
News Release
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STGRI/IN 1.9 25 ppril 1957
Re: Pigeons

Information Officer
Fort Rucker
Alabama

Dear Sir:

you probably know, pigeon training activities are being inactivated
inthn .Iwmdthe fifteen World War IT hero pigeons here at Fort Monmouth
are presently being delivered to public zoos snd institutions throughout
the country,

I am writing you to ask for assistance in a proposed official presen-
tation of two of these pigeons in your area, iheOakPlrkZoosinM-
gomery, Alabama, is to receive the hero pigeons, "Caesar" and "Flipper®",
umﬂwmumwmmmmnulmm

A flight by our Army ﬂaﬁmS&tﬂmi&todeltwrtheutnpigem
at Montgomery at noon on Saturday, 27 with the Oak Park Zoo offi-
ecials to set upmmnmhﬁmﬁﬁmmmxtmkmn.

Thie is the eighth and final delivery of these hero pigeons, In pre-
vious instances, Army representatives in respective areas had assisted in
numthedﬂﬂﬂmmimofﬁwbir&totho 2008,

It would be appreciated if your office could arrange to designate 2
member of your Command to coordinate with the Oak Park Zoo in whatever
ceremony they plan shortly, Our contact with the Osk Park Zoo is:

Mr, T, A, Belser, Superintendent, Park and Recreation Department, Oak Park
Zoo, Montgomery, If you care to call him on receipt of this
letter, his telophone mmber is; Amherst 3-—.1081, _

Thank you in advance for the favorable attention I am sure you will

Sincerely yours,

J, P, HOFFMAN
Information Officer



SIGFN/IN 31,9
MEMORANDUM TO LIEUTENANT CORLEY
Ret Care of Pigeons to Montgomery, Alabama

1, Water pigeons at destination of flight Friday, 26 April,

Water can be poured through the top of the box between the slats,
In this comnection, woter can be placed in a bottle or small cup
and poured directly into the water container in the pigeon box,
Fi1l water containet about one-half full, The pigeons should be

watered again on your arrival at Montgomery,

2+ Adeyuate feed has been placed in the erate, Therefore, it
will not be necessary that the pigeons be fed until your arrival at
Montgomery, A small bag of feed has been supplied in order that
the pigeons will have feed over the weekend after your arrival,

3. The pigeons can be left in the plane Fridy might during your
gtopover, Please leave one window open Friday night for ventilabion,
No other care will be necessary, Any remaining feed can be tumed
over to the receiver of the pigeons for their use over the weekend,

¢

Otto Meyer
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MEMO T0: Lt. William L. Corley, Pilet, Army Avn :oot, Ft Mon.

SUBJECT: Flight leaving Ft Mon, 0900, Fri, April 26, for Mont-
gomery, Ala., (ETA Bagnrday Noon, April 275 for de-
livery of World War II hero pigeons, "Caesar" & 'Flipper".

l. Arrangements have been made by PIO, Ft Mon, and Oak Park
Zoo at Montgomery, Ala, for latter to have representative to meet
plane Saturday noon (April 27) at Dannely Field, Montgomery, Ala.

2. On landing at airport check for a Mr. Matthew Wendling,

Oak Park Zoo Director, or Mr. T. A. Belser, Superintendent of Park
& Recreation Dept, Oak Park Zoo. Also there is a possibklity that
a Dr. Hinton waters of the Montgomery Pigeon Racing Club will be
at the airpert.

3. In reporting to any of the above mentioned, the two hero
pigeons can be turned over, and the enclosed shipping documents
signed. Please bring back 3 copies.

4, Alse, turn over to the Zoo officials the two framed citgtions
which are wrapped in brown paper, plus the envelope addressed to
Mr, Belser,

5. The Oak Park Zoo office has your name as pilot of plane and
ETA.

6. Please fauXXmwk follow enclosed instructions on feed and wat
for pigeons.

7. In xum event flight is delayed or you encounter di.ff'.
in making contact at airport, these are the phone numbers



'Pall 2

Mrs. Gayden, Secretary to Supt of Parks & Ree
? Amherst 2-1960

Mr, Matthey Wendling, Zooc Director
Amherst 2-4607

Mr., Te. a. Belser, Park & Rec Supt
Amherst 3-3492
8. The xXap telephone number of the Oak Park Zoo is Amherst
3-1081, However, this number is not Xm in service on Saturday.
9« Recormend PIO be informed of any changes Xx or delays in
above scheduled flight., Tel. extensions are 21612 or 22609,
Contact Dietrich or Hoffman.
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May 28, 1957

Major Genersl Victor A, Conrad,
Commanding Officer, Signal Center
Fort Monmouth, New Jersey

Deesr General:

Enclosed you will find clippings concerning "Csesar"
eand "Flipper" which esppeared in our local papers. I thought
you might be interested in the manner in which they were
received locsally.

We forwarded to you recently a réll of Television
film which was shown on one of our locel TV stations, which
I trust you have received by now,.

Yours very truly,

J & /gw

T. A. Belser, Superintendent
Parks and Recreation

TAB:g
Enc,







. ny NELSON COLE R,

Two war carrier p:geons wei‘e
duly received, honored and pre-
sented to the city’s Oak Park zoo
yesterday afternoon during cerg-
monies at the Oak Park recrea-
tion building.

If pigeons coo when happy_. ,then
Caesar and Flipper are more
delighted with their new roost—
for they punctuated the . cere-
monies several times mth t.hen'
murmuring calls. LR o

Presenting the birds io the ity |
was Capt. Thomas Y.: Hem!a.n. !
Signal Corps Test Unit officer of
Ft. ‘Rucker, S aiss
“He spoke

old, will com A 1
: :E s r’ises} blue’ c‘hqék,

mth "tf'

ranean. dehver an ,mpdrta_

message to American troops

Tunisia.

-.vl?‘hppef. -5p

is crechtnd _with - -more ~than ;

combat mzhis “often 113

fly t.lu;ouxh rain, sleet and snow
Others parnmpahng in the cer&

-—-E—u;._.“_.

s

ok mb :Ies'attended by ‘sbme 100 per

‘included Father Malcolm J.
R%rty, rector of St. Andl;ews
Catholic Chutch; Dr. H.' W. Wa-

fr}sidenf of 'Montgomery
Gray Racing Society,

Blue

- |and Ben Wilbanks, vice president

of ontgomery Chnmher of Com
merce, & j ¥
THA, Be!ser. head. of city parks

Jginaster of ceremoma
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| ‘Flipper’ (Top) Antf ‘Oa.esur‘ Coming To"Oak Park




WAR PIGEONS
REACH CITY |
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Two World War II heroes Casear_ '
and Flipper, came to' Montgomery |

yesterday\to ‘make Oak Park;’ their

~permanent roost starnng today at_

3 pm. i
‘Caesar,

‘combat mlsslqns in North ‘Africa,
His female counterpart,” thper,
heo “some 20 wartxme ‘missions to

‘a check’ sp],ash male‘,_ ;
‘carrier plgeon ds credited with 44

—r

her créﬁlt e A
A number of glty off1c1als wﬂl

be on ‘hand at. Oak Park this after—
n.on to' take part’in: welcomlng
ceremox;ues for the.two. war herges.

The " pair ( will - ‘he ofhclaﬁy m-
stalled"by Mayor W A‘ Gayle who.

I
B .“‘.

will . receive the birds from Capt.’
'Thomas’Y Hemgan ngnal ('.‘l:rrpsIE
: ér

many carrler pigeonsf}vho -iare re-
tiring from active duty‘" rm

Signal © Corps and &emmr&sente{
to" zoos throughout 'thernamn Lz ei
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By NELSON COLE
~Caesar and Flipper, two heroes
of World War II, flew into Mont-
gomery yesterday and will make
this their permanent roost start.-
ing ‘at 3 rpm today.
On hand ‘at Oak Park Welcom-
ing ceremonies this afternoon will -
be a number of city officials who"
have guaranteed the two pxgeons’
will lead an idy'lic existence in'a
free eage with free bird seed.
‘Caesar 'is a check Splash. mae
carrier pigeon credited with 44
combat missions in North Afr
Flipper, female counterpart
Caesar, has some 20 wartime r
sions to her credit.
The pair will be officially in*
stalled by Mayor W, A. Gayle who
will receive the birds from Capt.
Thomas Y. Herrigan, Signal Corps
test unit officer of Ft, Rucker
“The birds are among those. now
retiring from active duty .in f
Army Slgnal Corps and bemg

mouth ‘was “their
the famed “Churchill

prepared ' for the two
and ‘Gray Racing Socze.i:y
p::esident is Dr: £H,

merce ahd Clty Comnussw -;ra-
quesf.ed that the birds be assignec

s rec
ber of war tlight.s “Caesar a“m&w
ited by the Army with a sm-mﬂe*
flight, crossing the Medlterranean.

to deliver an “important message
{o American troops in Tunisia.”* J

e

' presxdent* Lt. W, L. C
czfl 700. :




